CHAPTER IX
QUEEN MARGHERITA PASSES
IN April, 1923, I played in The Outsider. It was
a play by Dorothy Brandon about osteopathy,
a branch of surgery which at that time was causing
a good deal of public commotion. There was much
hostility between the recognised medical societies
and the bone-setters, the "quacks/' who in the
majority of cases were unqualified practitioners.
Thus the play possessed a strong topical interest.
Leon M. Lion, the producer, had offered me the
part of " Madame Klost," that of a poor woman
suffering from hip disease, who walked with a limp.
She was cured by the osteopath. Mr. Lion was a
wonder producer and it was he who taught me to
limp in so convincing a manner that I myself almost
imagined that I had been lame for life. He has an
inimitable way of imparting to his actors and
actresses just the actions and atmosphere which he
desires of them. He has, too, a remarkable enthusi-
asm that is infectious. He was an inspiration to
every member of the cast.
We had for this play a "star" cast, including
Isobel Elsom, Leslie Faber, who was outstanding
in the part of the quack, Dawson Milward and
LyallSwete.
We were opening for a week at Folkestone to give
the play a " try-out" before taking it to London.
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